CENTRAL INDIA                           401

Monastery; but the adoption of this position would involve an
alteration in the subsequent direction of the route, as well as
in the distance, as Shekhpura, is 20 miles from the Ganges.
For these reasons I think that the identification with Bihar is
preferable. In either case the village on the Ganges must be
looked for near Daryapur, which is 34 miles due west from
Mongir in a direct line.

The pilgrim then proceeded to the east for 100 li, or nearly
17 miles, to the monastery and village of Lo-in-ni-lo, which
M. Vivien cle Saint-Martin has identified with Rohintta* or
Rohinala, on the Ganges. The actual bearing is nearly south-
east; but as the pilgrim followed the course of the river, there
must be a mistake in his text.

27.    HIRANYA PARVATA

At 200 ft, or 33 miles, to the east of Rohinala, Hwen
Thsang reached tt^e capital of the kingdom of l-lw-w-po-]a-to>
or Hiranya-Parvata, that is, the "Golden Mountain." Close to
the city stood Mount Hiranya, "from which issued smoke and
vapours that darkened the sun and moon."" The position of
this hill is determined, from its proximity to the Ganges, and
from its bearings and distances from Rohinala and Champa, to
be Mongir. No smoke now issues from the hill, but the
numerous hot springs in the neighbouring hills show that vol-
canic action still exists within a few miles of Mongir. These
hot springs are mentioned by Hwen Thsang.

The advantageous position of this isolated hill on the bank
of the Ganges, which commanded the land route between the
hills and the river, as well as the water route by the Ganges,
must have led to its occupation at a very early date. Accor-
dingly it is mentioned in the MaMbharata as Mod&giri, which
was a capital of a kingdom in eastern India, near tjanga and

1.    Julien's 'Hiouen Thsang,' iii, 385.
2.    Ibid, iii. 65-66.